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Last week’s Parasha (Emor) emphasized that the Kohen (priests) are called to a greater

measure of holiness. It also described seven essential festivals that are fundamental to

Israel’s walk with the Lord. “For six years sow your fields, and for six years prune your
vineyards and gather their crops. But in the seventh year the land is to have a year of
sabbath rest a sabbath to the Lord.” (Leviticus 25:3—-4) This week, Parasha Behar-

B’'Chukotai outlines a Sabbath rest for the Land in the seventh year. This Sabbatical

year, which God gives to Moses for Israel, is called Sh'mitah (release). Every seven years,

the Land wasn'’t to be worked in any kind of way. It wasn’t planted, pruned, or harvested.

You may wonder how the people ate. Although they couldn’t reap or sow, whatever the

land yielded could be eaten (Leviticus 25:7). While the land lay fallow, fruits growing of
their own accord could be eaten by anyone. And though this may seem like something

of a fast, it was actually more of a feast since God promised that in the sixth year of the

seven-year cycle, the land would yield enough food to last for three years. “/ will send
you such a blessing in the sixth year that the land will yield enough for three
years.” (Leviticus 25:27) This abundance of crop in the sixth year very much resembles

the double portion of manna (the miraculous food found on the ground each morning

in the wilderness) that God provided on Friday so that the People would have enough

for Shabbat. | want to teach about trusting in God economy... do you really trust Him?

Parasha Behar / B'Chukotai confronts us with the call to trust and obedience in a culture

of control. The sabbatical and Jubilee years required people to let go—of productivity,

of possessions, of power. Can we rest in God's provision? Can we release debts, forgive

wrongs, and trust that God restores what we surrender? And when we face hardship,

B'Chukotai reminds us that God disciplines those He loves, not to crush, but to correct

and restore. His covenant mercy is stronger than our failures. Let’s Begin...

“You are not to harvest what grows by itself from the seeds left by your previous
harvest, and you are not to gather the grapes of your untended vine; it is to be a year of
complete rest for the land. But what the land produces during the year of Shabbat will
be food for all of you — you, your servant, your maid, your employee, anyone living near
you, your livestock and the wild animals on your land: everything the land produces may
be used for food. ”(Leviticus 25:5-7) We are deep in the thick of studying the commands

governing how Israel was to care for the land once they inherited it. We're told that for

6 years Israel is to till, sow, and care for the land. However, every 7th year was to be a

Sabbatical Year. During this 7th year, Israel was to have nothing to do with the land.




This is called the sh’'mitah. Not only were they not allowed to sow new grain crops, they
weren’t even allowed to prune their vineyards. In order to maintain the health and
productivity of the grapevines, pruning was very important. Normally, pruning took
place twice a year, once in the summer and once in the winter, but during the Sabbatical
year it was not to take place at all. What's interesting is that although the Jubilee cycle
is the main subject of this chapter, a foundation for understanding is first established
by connecting it the Sabbath pattern of six days of work followed by one day of rest.
Now verses 5-7 trip a lot of people up. First, it says that during the Sabbath year, the
people are prohibited from harvesting and eating what naturally grows up from the
untended fields. But then it says the people can harvest whatever the land produces by
itself?! What?! Alright, | know some folks might disagree with me, and that’s ok. This
is one of those places where we have to go to the oral law written by the ancient sages
to find the answers to this seeming contradiction. The ancient sages inform us that
there were two different situations. One situation is that it was common for grain to
have seeds naturally fall off when they ripened and later for those same seeds to grow
and put out shoots of their own after a period of dormancy. The other situation is that
it was common to cut the grain stalks. What happened when the grain stalks were cut
is that it caused them to send up new shoots from their roots resulting in more grain
stalks being produced. In fact, this situation was so common that specific terms were
given to the second and third growths that came from the same plant. In Hebrew the
second growth was called safiach and the third growth was called shachis.

Now here’s the thing. In the first situation, this was considered NEW GRAIN because
this grain came from seeds. However, in the second situation, it was considered OLD
GRAIN because that grain came from already existing plants. NEW GRAIN = What
Comes from Seeds - OLD GRAIN = What comes from existing plants. Okay, so the rule
being set down in Leviticus 25 is that one is prohibited from harvesting and eating
plants that come from the SEEDS from the previous crop. This is what is being referred
where it says “ You are not to harvest what grows by itself from the seeds left by your
previous harvest.” On the other hand, it was perfectly fine to harvest and eat the second
(safiach) and third growths (shachis) that sprang up from the ROOTS of the previous
crops. This is what is being referred to where it says “ But what the land produces during
the year of Shabbat will be food for all of you.” Understand that although it was okay
for the Israelites to go and gather the grain, they couldn’t do anything else in terms of
tending the fields. So, this is a perfect example of a part of Scripture where we have to
and | mean absolutely have to go to the oral law written by the ancient Rabbis to
understand what's being talked about. Let’s have a good look at verses 6 and 7.

“And the sabbath produce of the land shall be food for you: for you, your male and
female servants, your hired man, and the stranger who dwells with you, for your
livestock and the beasts that are in your land—all its produce shall be for food.”




The principle that there are to be no second-class citizens in Israel is brought to the fore
here. The Scriptures make it clear that all who live in Israel (think “or are grafted into
Israel”) are to share alike what the land produced on its own during the Sabbatical year.
It didn't matter whether one was a foreigner, or a slave or whatever. Now | mentioned
earlier that the whole purpose of the Sabbatical year was for the benefit of the land and
not the people. While this is true, there was another important principle being
communicated here. During the Sabbatical Year, since the Israelites were prohibited
from tilling the ground for crops, during this year they were fully dependent on God to
meet their sustenance needs. What was being demonstrated is that it was not their
labors that had brought forth life-sustaining food from the ground. It was all a gift from
Adonai. Just as the Israelites were fully dependent on God during their 40-year sojourn
in the wilderness when He fed them daily with MANNA, so to inside the Promised Land,
they would be reminded of their dependence on Him during the Sabbatical year. So...
Let me make this very clear. For an agricultural society to not till the ground for an
entire year requires a tremendous amount of faith. If God didn’t provide, they would
literally starve. However, God did provide and it served to build the people’s trust in
Him as the one and only ultimate Provider. Let this be a lesson for all of us.

Have you ever heard someone say, “| keep my religion and my business separated.” Or,
God has no business in my business. This could not be further from the truth. Some
think faith in Yeshua is esoteric, ivory towered, philosophical, traditional, warm fuzzy,
church stuff. Would it surprise you to discover that much of what Yeshua came to do
was economic? The baby born in Bethlehem had a business head on his shoulders. The
Jewish people developed a religious system that blinded them to the truth about the
very God they were trying to know. John 8:17-18 says, “Even in your Torah it is written
that the testimony of two men is true. | am one witness for Myself, and the Father who
sent Me bears witness for Me.” The Jewish people thought themselves to be the people
closest to God of all men on earth. They not only were far away but also were keeping
people from knowing Him. Their religion had become very complicated and oppressive
to the very people it was intended to simplify and free. Picking up with verses 19-25;
“Then they said to Him, “Where is your Father?” Yeshua answered, “You know neither
Me nor My Father. If you knew Me, you would also know My Father.” He spoke these
words in the treasury while teaching in the Temple, but no one arrested Him because
His hour had not yet come. Then again Yeshua spoke to them, “| am going away. You will
look for Me and die in your sin. Where | am going, you cannot come.” “He won't kill
Himself, will He?” the Judeans asked. “Is that why He says, 'Where | am going, you
cannot come’?” Yeshua said, “You are from below; | am from above. You are of this world
! am not of this world. Therefore, | told you that you will die in your sins. If you don’t
believe that | am, you will die in your sins.” So they asked Him, “Who are you?”



Then we have the prophecy of Psalm 146:7, “He upholds the cause of the oppressed and
gives food to the hungry. Adonai sets prisoners free.” Yeshua announced His Messiah
ship by declaring the year of Jubilee as seen in Luke 4:16-21 and | read, “And He came
to Natzeret, where He had been raised. As was His custom, He went into the synagogue
on Shabbat, and He got up to read. When the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed
to Him, He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, “The Ruach
Adonai is on me, because He has anointed me to proclaim Good News to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set
free the oppressed, and to proclaim the year of Adonai’s favor.” He closed the scroll,
gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.” All eyes in the synagogue were focused
on Him. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, don’t miss the
drama of this moment in verse 21, “Then He began to tell them, “Today this Scripture
has been fulfilled in your ears.” Yeshua declared the year of Jubilee. Wow! The Messiah
came to set prisoners free. People were not put in jail for murder, theft, adultery, and
the like-they were killed. The people in jail were there because they could not pay their
bills. Prisons were for debtors.

How do | know if | am in financial bondage?

#1. Does your family have its basic needs met, or are you always running out of money
before you run out of month?

#2. Do you have extra to give to the needy?

#3. Do you tithe or tip?

If you find you are embarrassed by your answers to these questions, you are in financial
bondage and there is a way out. Put God first. Ask God to teach you how to live with
financial excellence and follow His instructions exactly. Many of you know of my past
TBI, but did you know that Traumatic brain injury (TBI) can lead to a wide range of vision
problems, affecting both the eyes and the brain’s visual processing, which can
significantly impact daily life. Vision is not just about seeing; it involves how the brain
interprets visual information. TBI can damage the cranial nerves, optic nerves, optic
tract, or occipital lobe, disrupting visual processing and perception. Even mild TBI
(concussion) can cause visual dysfunction. Yet in scripture | read how the Messiah
would give sight to the blind. Vision health is a real problem in any third world setting.
Blind people were a drain on family’s barley existing above the poverty level. Babies
coming into the family were needed because they could help work the land and take of
the older family members. When they are blind they are a financial drain. Yeshua came
to restore people to the work world. His miracles made it possible for people to re-
engage in their own support. Blindness was a bondage and Yeshua opened the door.
Leprosy, flies and insects, injuries and birth defects afflicted a large part of the
population. There were no real cures for blindness or even bad eye health. Yeshua on
several occasions restored sight to blind eyes.



A preacher said to his congregation, “l have good news and bad news to tell you. The
good news is we have enough money to pay off our building debt. The bad news is the
money is in your checking accounts.” Here's some spiritual blindness symptoms:

The inability to see how generous giving can turn back into your life as a blessing. The
narrow sight that can’t see any need but personal. The conclusion that God can get
along just fine without you blessing Him with your money, not realizing He can, but you
can't get along without His blessing. The Messiah would end the cycle of poverty by
redistributing wealth by restoring forfeited land to the original owners. Every 50 years
it went back. If your kids were bad farmers and lost the farm, a future generation would
get it back. Giving people a chance to earn a living gives them their dignity. Handouts
and hands up sometimes come at the cost of dignity. Here is how most Christians do
neighborly basket giving. They go to a person’s home with a bag of groceries and
expect the people they are there to bless to immediately turn their lives around, give
their heart to Yeshua, start going to services and become givers, of time, and self. These
babes in Messiah are given worship schedules, and soul winning tracts and every time
they are seen in public the bible thumpers want to stand around and preach to them,
but by doing so we are robbing them of their dignity. Yeshua always restores our dignity
along with all else that he does. You want to give blessings like Yeshua taught? Ding
dong ditch... Set the bags on the porch; ring the doorbell and run. Bless the poor in
ways that doesn’t push them further down in despair.

There's not a day when we are not faced with challenges. The challenges come in
different sizes, but they come every day. How we deal with these challenges determines
how we grow in our relationship with God. Avraham was about to move into a new level
of achievement greater than he could imagine. God put a test before him simply to bring
him to a place where God could use him effectively. In Spain where Christopher
Columbus died in 1506, stands a monument commemorating the great discoverer.
Perhaps the most interesting feature of the memorial is a statue of a lion destroying one
of the Latin words that had been part of Spain’s motto for centuries. Before Columbus
made his voyages, the Spaniards thought they had reached the outer limits of earth.
Thus their motto was "Ne Plus Ultra" which means No More Beyond." The WORD being
torn away by the lion is "Ne" or "no," making it read "Plus Ultra." Columbus had proven
that there was indeed "more beyond." Unless a man is given more than he can possibly
do, he will never do all that he can. Many years ago there was a minister’s son who liked
molasses. He frequently went by the molasses barrel, put his finger in it, and licked his
finger. One day he couldn’t reach the molasses because it was so low. He tried balancing
himself on the edge of the barrel, but he fell in. Molasses was all over him. With much
molasses to be licked, he got on his knees and prayed, "Lord, make me equal to the
occasion."



James W. Whittaker, the first American to reach the top of Mount Everest on May 1,
1963, said, "Man is at his best when reaching for something beyond his grasp.” Rome
remained great as long as she had enemies who forced her to unity, vision, and heroism.
When she had overcome all her enemies, she flourished for a moment and then began
to die. Right now, Satan is doing everything within his power to control the direction
of every life on this planet. As soon as we open our eyes in the morning we're vividly
reminded that we live in a dangerous time. Satan has so woven his ways into the media
until he is portraying his perverted plan over the airways through Television, Radio, and
the Printed pages of magazines and newspapers. Satan has also found his way into the
body of Messiah throughout our world until we are getting mixed signals that are
causing confusion. We a need a spiritual battle plan to combat Satan’s onslaught.

"Where God Guides, God Provides.”" Sometimes God's guidance doesn’'t seem to make
sense to us. God had introduced Himself to Avraham and developed a relationship with
him and everything God had done for Avraham up until this time had been FINE with
Avraham. But now, God’s GUIDANCE seems to be going HAYWIRE! “7Take your son, your
only son whom you love—Isaac—and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a
burnt offering on one of the mountains about which | will tell you.” (Genesis 22:2)
Following God's guidance is always going to challenge you in your way of thinking
things ought to be done. You can toss the book of human logic out the window. Isaiah
55:8-9 tells us, "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
say Adonai. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Then we can read in Isaiah 52:12 "For
Adonai will go ahead of you, and the God of Israel will protect you from behind.” With
every challenge god will provide a provision. God will never ask you to do something
that He will not enable you to do. As Avraham and Isaac walked toward the mountain
top Isaac asked his father where the sacrifice was. Avraham responded, “My son, God
will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.”
Avraham had settled in his heart what he would do concerning the CHALLENGE God had
placed upon him, he would go all the way and then figure out what God would do next.
As Avraham raised the knife to slay his son as the sacrifice God stopped him and told
him he had passed the test. The ram with his horns caught in the thicket. We can never
see the hand of God move on our behalf until we step out beyond our own abilities and
challenge God's Word. We can see God's greatness when we exercise great faith.

Have we forgotten? Feasts and festivals to Adonai are laden with memorial events.
- When God led the children of Israel out of Egypt did He not give them favor with the
Egyptians to the point they loaded them down with precious things of great worth?



- While the children of Israel wander in the wilderness did not God provide for them
daily bread and water from the rock and shelter from the cloud that followed them?
(and that cloud was Yeshua)

- When Yeshua challenged Peter to get out of the boat that stormy night on galilee did
he not provide the miracle of walking on the water. And when peter began to sink did
not Yeshua provide a helping hand of rescue?

- When the disciple had fished all night and caught nothing was not Yeshua standing
there on the seashore with instructions to drop the net on the other side of the ship and
they caught so many fish they could not pull them into the ship and needed help?

Let us not forget "Where God Guides, God Provides!"

What do | want you all to know? The only avenue to spiritual excellence is to discover
and follow God's directives in spiritual matters. You want to be spiritual? Do what God
directs. You want to be successful in matters of life? Follow His lead.

There is also a process that leads to freedom from sin:

#1. Belief in Yeshua #2. Maturing understanding #3. Commitment and obedience.

John 8:31-32 tell us, “To the Jews who had believed him, Yeshua said, "If you hold to my
teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.” The truth that leads to freedom includes every area of life. You can be free
from spiritual bondage. What do | want my hearers to do? Live a repentant Torah
observant life to the God of Israel. A faith relationship with Yeshua is the only way to
live without carrying the full sin load. Put all your faith in Yeshua today for verse 30 says,
“Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him.”

Thank you for joining me as we explored the Book of Leviticus. As one book closes and
another book opens, our studies of the Bible continue. We have been taught to learn so
that we may teach. Let us be teachers of our sacred texts so that the world may hear
our words, benefit from our deeds, and be inspired by our hopes. Now, at the end of
the Book of Leviticus, we say, chazak, chazak, v'nitchazeik, "be strong, be strong, and let
us strengthen each other.”

b’'Shem Yeshua, haMelech v’haMashiach Shelanu! Amein.
(“in the name of Yeshua, our King and the Messiah! Amein.”)



